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Editorial:  Notable Events of the Recent Past 
 By Pastor Bethel P. Jacob 

Events that steer the course of the United States of America 
  
After the tragedies of World War II, a new political development of Eastern and Western block emerged. The Cold War between 
superpowers USA and USSR developed. The US operated under the principles of capitalism while the USSR embraced communis- 
tic socialism. History has shown the Eastern block set up by the communist socialists to be a miserable failure. As many of these 
countries suffered from starvation, the USA flourished under capitalism.  In 1952, President Harry Truman established a National 
Day of Prayer, which was observed by many of his predecessors. As many notable events took place and important decisions were 
made, it was not uncommon for presidents to ask fellow citizens for prayer. Many spiritual icons of this country like Rev. Bi lly 
Graham spent the night in the White House in prayer when guidance was needed for major decisions. In political circles, we see 
emerging tyranny, division of the European nations, and loss of personal freedoms among the majority of the world population. In 
1988, former President Ronald Reagan declared that the first Thursday of May would be observed as the National Day of Prayer. 
His outstanding leadership, the prayers of untold millions behind the Iron Curtain , and those of freedom-loving people around the 
world brought down the Iron Curtain. God and prayer are the centerpoint and should be kept as the centerpoint of our lives. As 
the Bible declares, promotion comes from the Lord. 
  
In July 2007, presidential candidate Barack Obama declared that the USA is no longer a Christian country. In May 2010, as the 
President, he cancelled the National Day of Prayer in the White House. According to the White House, it is politically in correct 
and may hurt other religions. On September 25, 2009, from 4 am to 7pm, a national prayer for Muslims was held in the Capitol be-
side the White House. The majority of this nation are sti ll evangelical Christians. Ephesians 5:14 says, O sleeping Christian, awake 
from your sleep and see what is happening around you. According to the Quran, all infidels (Christians and Jews) should be killed. 
The reasoning is that since they cannot be converted, they should be annihilated. The God-fearing people of this country are 
watching the daily actions of the present administration with alarming fear. The cancellation of Rev. Franklin Graham½s message 
arranged to be delivered in the Pentagon is the most recent of such actions. Our God is not of one of the gods, He is God, and Jesus 
is Lord. He is the only way, He is the only truth, and He is the life. It may be politically incorrect, but it is the truth, and the truth 
will set you free. 



 

Although God is sending 

revival in one sense, re-

vival is   always  readily  

available for   those  indi-

viduals  who meet God.z 

conditions. In 1 Samuel 

7:1-17, revival brought 

the people of Israel out of 

their backsliding con-

dition. Israel was in trou-

ble, both  spiritually  and  

politically. They  ex p e r i -

enced constant attack from 

their enemies, the Philistines and Amalekites. In the   

Bible, the ark of God, which signifies the  presence  of  

God, has  always  brought success  and blessings  to  the 

children of Israel. However, the priesthood and people 

did not respect and fear the ark. In due course of time, 

it was taken by the Philistines. The  presence  of  the  

ark  created  unmanageable problems among the Philis-

tines, causing them to fear the God of Israel and return 

it to the Israelites. The people of Kirjathjearim received 

the ark and brought it to the house of Abinadab           

(1 Samuel 7:1). The Bible says the ark was in his house 

for 20 years during the backsliding years of Israel, dur-

ing which time they suffered great attacks from their 

enemies. The people of Israel began  to  recognize that 

they needed a solution to their problems. No human  

wisdom could bring them out of this despair and empti-

ness. They needed deliverance from the spiritual sickness 

of being away from the Lord and the oppression of the 

Philistines. Samuel began to preach and show the way 

back to the Lord. 

 

Today, America is facing a similar situation. Spiritually, 

America is facing the darkest times of its life. Spiritual 

sickness  has  overtaken  our  nation.z so-called  spiritual 

leaders, and people have no fear to criticize the Almighty 

and Sovereign God. Atheistic groups question the author-

ity of  God,  trying to stop the acknowledgement of His 

presence in  our nation.s history and holidays, and the 

practice  of  abortion  continues  to  take  innocent  lives. 

Breakdown of the family system and divorce are eating at 

the very fiber of our  society. Disobedience, lawlessness, 

vengeance, and a form of godliness are not uncommon in 

today.z world (2 Timothy 3:1-5). Terrorist organizations 

attempt to kill innocent masses in the name of God. In 

the past year, 551 home-grown  terrorists have been 

arrested in America. Politicians have lost their vision, 

and the theme of modern times is political correctness, 

not the truth. Politically, our country is in the midst of 

a serious recession with an unemployment rate of almost 

10% and increasing national debt (James 5:1-5). As I 

write this, a national debt crisis in Greece is sending a 

cold wave over Europe and shaking the financial system 

of the world. We need a visitation from  heaven now 

more than any time before. 

 

In 1 Samuel 7:3, Samuel told the Israelites that there are 

some practical things to do if they really want to return 

to the Lord and be delivered from their enemies. May 6, 

2010 was the National Day of Prayer. The White 

House.zstrange be-

havior in ignoring 

this important tradi-

tion was unparal-

leled. Their cold 

approach to our na-

t i o n.z j u d eo -

christian values was 

an eye opener for 

many Americans. 

The treatment for 

our national sickness is suggested in verse 3 of                

1 Samuel 7: putting away strange gods and serving only 

the Lord. Deuteronomy 30:2 states, ½ºreturn unto the 

Lord thy God, and [thou] shalt obey his voice according 

to all that I command thee this day, thou and thy chil-

dren, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul.¾ God 

desires that His people seek His kingdom and righteous-

ness first and He promises that all other things will be 

given to you (Matthew 6:33). Center your heart upon 

the Lord and confess your sins. There must be a real 

mourning and crying among us for both our individual 

and national sins. 2 Chronicles 7:14 says3 ½If my people, 

which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 

and pray, and seek my face, and turn from  
(Continued on page 2)                        
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Oh Lord, you rend the heavens and come down! Send a revival! 

½If my people, which are called by my name,  

shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my  

face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will  

I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin,  

and will heal their land.¾ 
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their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.¾We need to come 

back and serve the Lord. Thank God that there is still a remnant, perhaps hundreds or thousands of people praying in 

the churches across this nation. 

 

The history of revival 

In 1500 AD, Martin Luther brought about the Protestant Reformation by challenging the authority of the pope and the 

Catholic Church. He taught that salvation could only be attained through faith in Jesus Christ and that the Bible is the 

divinely inspired word of God. In the 1700s, the Moravian missionary movement became the first large-scale Protestant 

missionary movement. Hundreds of missionaries were sent by the Moravian missionary movement to countries all over 

the world to share the Gospel. In 1734, revival fell upon Northampton, Massachusetts through the preaching of       

Jonathan Edwards, sparking the beginnings of the Great Awakening. The Northampton revival lasted 15 years, spreading 

from Maine to Georgia. In the early 1800s, revival spread to the American West. The power of God fell upon those 

gathered at a meeting in a place called ½Cane Ridge¾ in Kentucky. The meetings were extended for weeks and thou-

sands of people from all denominations attended. As revival fell upon the great crowds, the sound of crying and shout-

ing could be  heard for miles around them. Hundreds of people were slain in the Spirit and thousands received the 

message of salvation. This revival spread throughout Kentucky and surrounding  states. 

The 1800s marked the start of the Second Great Awakening through the teachings 

of such men as Charles Finney, known as the father of modern revivalism. In Octo-

ber 1900,  Charles Parham started Bethel Bible School in Topeka, Kansas with a small 

group of believers. As they searched the Scriptures for the Biblical evidence of the bap-

tism of the Holy Spirit, they discovered that it was signified by the speaking of tongues. 

As they prayed at a watch night service on December 31, 1900, one of the students 

named Agnes Ozman began to speak in tongues. This lasted for 3 days, during which 

instead of English, she could only speak and write in Chinese. This revival was the fore-

runner to the Asuza Street revival under William Seymour. Many Pentecostal move-

ments, such as the  Assemblies of God and the Church of God, were born from the 

Azusa Street revival. Many churches were established all over the world as a result of 

the efforts of thousands of Pentecostal missionaries. In modern times, great revival has 

spread to many parts of Asia and is continuing to touch people all over the world.  

 

The people of God listened to Samuel immediately. They put away their false gods and vowed to serve the Lord. 

Samuel gathered all of the people to the revival meeting and declared a fast. We need to come to the Lord with fast-

ing and prayer and confession of sins. In a strange way, when God.z people turn to Him, there will always be        

obstacles. As the Israelites gathered  together, the Philistines decided to move against them. The Israelites were 

frightened and asked Samuel to pray for their deliverance (1 Samuel 7:7-9). Through this spiritual exercise, the nation 

of Israel began to trust God and Samuel continued to pray that God would move (1 Samuel 7:10-11). God sent thun-

der from heaven and he scattered the enemy. The Israelites regained peace and recaptured previously lost territories. 

The people of God saw the power of God and wholeheartedly trusted the Lord. Samuel ensured that the Israelites re-

membered what God had done for them by sett ing up a marker and naming the place of their victory Ebenezer, saying 

½hitherto hath the Lord helped us.¾ We need another new marker, ½Ebenezer.¾ Cry for a revival fire! Let God come 

down in our midst and change the course of our dear country from destruction to divine destiny. 

You can tell the size of your God 

by looking at the size of your 

worr y li st. The longer your li st, the 

smaller your God. 

ïUnknown 

We can stand affliction better 

than we can prosperity, for in 

prosperity we forget God. 

ïD.L. Moody 

How else but through a  

broken heart may Lord 

Chri st enter in. 

ïOscar Wilde 

Is prayer your steering wheel or 

your spare tire? 

-Corri e Ten Boom  
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